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“Animals and Aliens”

Spring 2nd 2026Topic Overview:
In this topic we will read stories such as “Giraffes Can’t Dance” and “Elmer” and discuss how we are all different and not everyone is good at the same thing.  We will talk about and create different environments related to different parts of the world, jungle, desert, ocean, space.  We will construct homes using different construction materials and paint pictures using different materials, such as bubble wrap to create different textures.  We will sort animals using different criteria and use technology to do some research.










Hook:
Following clues to find animals hidden in the classroom and outdoors
Outcome:
Animal Art

	What’s being covered?

	Maths
	Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers. 
 Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0-10. 
Compose and decompose shapes


	Literacy
	Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 
Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.
Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. 
Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense

	
	Theme
	

	Personnel, Social and Emotional Development
	Regulation and relationships
	· Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
· Manage their own needs. 
· Think about the perspective of others
· Know and talk about the different factors that support health and well being

	Communication, Language and Literacy
	Listening and attention
	· Learn new vocabulary
· Use new vocabulary through the day
· Ask questions to find out more 
· Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they might happen


	Understanding 
The World
	The Natural World
	· Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 
· Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 
· Draw information from a simple map
· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing ictures of animals and plants


	Expressive Arts and Design
	Being Imaginative and Expressive
	· Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. . 
· Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills
· Develop storylines in their pretend play
· Explore and engage in music making and dance

	Physical Development
	Gross and Fine Motor Skills
	· Further develop and refine a range of ball skills, including throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming
· Develop overall body strength, balance, co-ordination and agility
· Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient

	Computing
	E-Safety 
	· Continue reading the Digiduck stories
· Learning how to be a good friend online

	RE
	Big Question:
Why do Christians put a cross in an Easter Garden?
	We will learn about
· Jesus’ last week on Earth
· Palm Sunday
· Why Easter is longer than one day
· Why Easter is linked to forgiveness
· Why Easter is the most important Christian festival


	Class reading – 

	
	· 1. The Extraordinary Gardener by Sam Boughton 
·  2. Click, Clack, Moo by Doreen Cronin 
·  3. Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 
· 4. Mrs Armitage by Quentin Blake
·  5. The Wall and the Wild by Christina Dendy 
·  6. Perfectly Norman by Tom Percival (RWI
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