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Y1 - Robins
Autumn 2nd 2025
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Welcome back! I hope that you have had a lovely half term break and the children are well rested. 
 
This Half-Term’s Learning
This term, our topic is ‘Tis the Season’! The children will be exploring the incredible seasons of the year, discovering how each one is unique and what changes take place as we move from Autumn into Winter. We’ll be investigating seasonal weather patterns, observing the world around us and discussing how these changes affect people. In Geography, we will be identifying hot and cold places in the world and becoming weather forecasters. In Design and Technology, we’ll be learning about levers and sliders—mechanisms that make parts move! The children will have the exciting opportunity to design and create their very own Christmas cards using these skills. During RE lessons, we will look at how celebrations can bring a community together with a visit to the local church included. It’s set to be a fun and festive term full of creativity and curiosity!

To ‘hook’ the children into the topic we will be creating artwork using natural resources found on an Autumnal ‘hunt’. 
Home Learning:
· Please choose one activity per week to complete from the home learning grid. Books are to be handed in by Wednesday at the latest. Feedback will generally be verbal or a short-written comment. A house point is given to each child where homework has been evidenced and received to encourage active participation. 

Reading:  
· Children should bring their reading diary and reading book into school every day. Children will be expected to read to/with an adult at home at least 5 times a week. This is to be recorded in your diary which will be checked and signed on a Monday.
· Our Read Write Inc. Phonics sessions will take place every day.  Your child will bring home a phonics reading book on Wednesday, which we would like them to read to you.   RWI books include the specific sounds and words they will be learning during that week so reading this book with you at home is paramount to their progress in phonics. Encourage children to use their “Fred Talk” when sounding out words.  Please return this book on Friday.
· Children will also be given a levelled reading book which we will aim to change twice per week - on Mondays and Fridays.  These books open your child to a wider range of vocabulary and enable them to put their phonics learning into practise.  Aim to read these books more than once with your child over the week.  
· Children will read daily to an adult during the RWI session and 1:1 with a teacher or teaching assistant as regularly as possible. In addition to this, children will have opportunities to listen to an adult read as well as reading to themselves.   
· Children will have a ‘levelled’ reading book and will have access to other books in the classroom/ library to take home as well.  
· Regularly read to your child at bedtime - research proves that reading with an adult greatly benefits their literacy skills.  

General:  
· Our PE day is Tuesday – we will be doing indoor PE. Please ensure children have the correct kit and footwear. Please ensure all PE kit and school uniform is labelled clearly with your child’s name. Sometimes there are changes to the timetable at short notice so therefore PE kits will need to be in school all the time and will be returned home at the end of the half term to allow you to wash them.
· Our Forest School day is Thursday. Please ensure that children have old clothes that you do not mind getting dirty. They will need a long-sleeved top and trousers/leggings as they will be outside. As we head into winter, they will need a warm coat, hat, scarf and gloves. Children will need a thick pair of socks and a pair of wellies as the forest school area can get very muddy. Forest school clothes will stay in school, unless they are particularly dirty and need washing before the following session. I will let you know via Dojo if this is the case.
· No jewellery is to be worn for PE lessons. If your child cannot take out their earrings on their own, please remove these before school. 
· Children may wear a watch and a pair of small silver/gold stud earrings for school – no bracelets or necklaces. 
· No makeup (including tinted lip balm and nail varnish) is to be worn 
· Hair is to be tied up (with an appropriate coloured and sized hairband) at all times during the school day. 
· Your child will also need a named bottle filled with water every day. This will be kept in a tray at the back of the classroom. Children have a drink opportunity straight after lunch and then can access and refill their water bottle throughout the day at appropriate times (when completing independent work at their tables unless desperate or have a medical note). We discourage children from having a drink during input of lessons so that they do not miss important information. Space is limited therefore please ensure that bottles are appropriately sized e.g. 500ml. 
· Children will come in and out of school via the blue gate. In the morning, please say goodbye at the blue gate and let your child walk independently down to the door which opens at 8.45am. Registration is at 8.55am. Children need to in, unpacked and ready by 8.55am.  
· If you have a message for me, please inform the member of staff on the gate who will pass it on. At the end of the day (3.15pm) please come and wait by the gate where I will dismiss the children 1 by 1. It would be helpful if you give us a wave! If you know that someone different will be collecting your child, please inform the school office who will get the message to me. 
· Children should wear black school shoes or plain black trainers to school every day.
Should you have any questions, please feel free to write a note in your child’s reading diary, send an email via the school office (office@downham-ceap.essex.sch.uk) or catch me at the end of the day once all the children have been collected. 

Finally, as mentioned before the half term, please do come and see me if you have any questions or concerns so that I can help address these and ensure the children, and you, are supported.

Kind regards, 
Mrs Hollaman
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