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Once Upon A Story…”

Spring 1st 2026Topic Overview:

Traditional tales are structured with repetitive patterns that help children learn about sequencing and narrative.  During this topic we will be using our imaginations, exploring and explaining the morals of a story in a safe way, talking about what is right and what is wrong.  We will develop our listening and communication skills while improving our concentration and memory skills.










Hook:
Decorating Gingerbread Men

Outcome:
Dressing up as our favourite characters


	What’s being covered?

	Maths
	Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers. 
Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–5 and some to 10. 
Explore mass and capacity

	Literacy
	Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter– sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few common exception words. (red words)

 Re-read books to build up confidence in word reading, fluency, understanding and enjoyment

	
	Theme
	

	Personnel, Social and Emotional Development
	Regulation and relationships
	· See themselves as a valuable individual. 
· Express their feelings and consider the feelings of other
· Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge
· Build constructive and respectful relationships
· Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 


	Communication, Language and Literacy
	Listening and attention
	· Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding 
· Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 
· Engage in fiction books. 
· Listen to and talk about selected fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary



	Understanding 
The World
	The Natural World
	· Explore the natural world around them. 
· Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
· Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.
· Forest School
· RSPB Birdwatch

	Expressive Arts and Design
	Being Imaginative and Expressive
	· Develop storylines in their pretend play.
· Retell a story with props.


	Physical Development
	Gross and Fine Motor Skills
	· Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination, and agility
· Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control

	Computing
	E-Safety 
	· Continue reading the Digiduck stories
· Learning how to be a good friend online

	RE
	Big Question:
Should Noah trust in God?

	             What puzzles you?
              Is it real?
              What is right? What is wrong? What is ‘good’?
              What do we mean by true?


	Class reading – Spring 1

	
	· 1. Six Dinner Sid by Inga Moore (RWI) 
· 2. Slow Samson by Bethany Christou (RWI) 
· 3. Missing Richmond by Patrick Corrigan (RWI)
· 4. Katie Morag’s Island Stories by Mairi Hedderwick 
· 5. We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen 
· 6. Little Red by Bethan Woolvin
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